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was at Plymouth, he saw a great many of its in- Johnson habitants, and was not sparing- of his very enter- at Ply-taining conversation.    It was here that he made mou"' that frank and truly original confession, that " ignorance, pure ignorance," was the cause of a wrong definition in his Dictionary of the word pastern,1-to the no small surprise of the Lady who put the question to him ; who having the most profound reverence for his character, so as almost to suppose him endowed with infallibility, expected to hear an explanation (of what, to be sure, seemed strange to a common reader,) drawn from some deep-learned source /with which she was unacquainted.
Sir Joshua .Reynolds,- to whom I was obliged for my information concerning this excursion, mentions a very characteristical anecdote of Johnson while at Plymouth. Having observed, that in consequence of the Dock-yard a new town had arisen about two miles off as a rival to the;old; and knowing from his sagacity, and just observation of human nature, that it is certain if a man hates at all, he will hate his next neighbour; he concluded that this new and rising town could not but excite the envy and jealousy of the old,: in which conjecture he was very soon confirmed j he therefore set himself resolutely on the side of the old towlii, the established town, in which his lot was cast, considering it as a kind of duty to stand by it. He accordingly entered warmly into its interests, and upon every occasion talked of the dockers, as the inhabitants of the new town were called, as upstarts and aliens. Plymouth is very plentifully supplied with water by a river brought into it from a great 1 See vol. i. p. 188.                  . j
